
 
 
 

Selecting a Database 
 

1. Magazine databases 
• Log on to Southeast Regional Library 
• Select e-library services, magazine and reference 

databases 
• Explain the use and purpose of full text electronic 

journals  
• Conduct searches using all fields: 

o ISSN ex.  
o Title  
o Keyword 
o Subject 

NOTE: this will only produce results in a list of databases that 
contain info. on the topic being searched.  It will not return 
results such as articles, etc.  Be sure to review the individual 
search strategies with each database.   
 

2. List of databases by subject 
• These list the subjects that are covered by databases 

available to Southeast Regional Library patrons.  
Each subject offers a brief description of its content.  

• Very useful for subject searches in broad areas.   
• Find here the Encyclopedia Britannica (under 

encyclopedia). 
 

3. List of databases by title 
• Alphabetical list of all databases available to 

Southeast Regional Library patrons. 
• Explain In library and Out of library service. 
• Each database title has a brief explanation of 

content. 



 
 

The Databases 
 

1. Associations Canada   
Features listing of Canadian not-for-profit professional and trade 
& business organizations.  
Users can search and find a huge list of non-profit organizations 
across Canada and the USA.   
Pros:  

• results return complete contact information,  
• provides indices to organization names, categories and 

even contact name.  
Cons:  

• must have most of the search fields complete before any 
results will be returned therefore of limited use for broad 
searching. 

Example: Canadian Blood Services, Regina, category: health  
 

2. Business and Company Resource Center  
Provides accurate, up-to-date company and industry intelligence 
of more than 400,000 companies. 
Pros:  

• search by company name or industry type,  
• search for articles relating to a specific topic,  
• Brief Company Profile includes full contact information 

including websites and e-mail addresses, employee 
numbers, revenue, and stock information plus links to 
industry codes that allow for search expansion into related 
companies.   

• Provides links to magazine and newspaper articles about 
the company on a variety of topics, company history, 
financial reports, business rankings and related industries 
and associations.  

Cons:  
• Industry searches will not return as complete results as a 

specific search for a particular company but does provide 
interesting industry overviews.    

Example: CanFor, Vancouver, BC.  “Cigars” – search codes under 
Tobacco and Products 

 
3. Business Index ASAP – Thompson Gale 

Search magazines for information needed by businesses and 
professionals. 



Powered by Thompson Gale, has the same interface and search 
options as all Thompson Gale databases (subject, relevance, 
keyword, advanced, journal). 
Pros:  

• Simple easy to use InfoTrac interface,  
• includes full text and photographs,  
• links to related topics and subjects. 

Cons:  
• Often requires several search attempts and considerable 

narrowing of the topic to return results. 
Example: Canadian AND Oil AND Alberta 
 

4. CBCA Complete - ProQuest 
Fulltext Education Covers monographs and journal articles from 
over 150 Canadian education journals, many in full text. 
Pros:  

• returns results from both magazines and newspapers (ex. 
Globe and Mail),  

• can limit search by database type in all searches, 
•  can mark and create list of articles of interest 
• full text, e-mail, citations, abstracts, printing and graphics 

available 
Cons:  
Example: School Libraries OR school librarians AND 
Saskatchewan 
  

5.  Canadian Periodical Index (CPI.Q) – Thompson Gale 
Search a comprehensive list of Canadian and international 
journals, magazines and newspapers for information important 
to Canadians.  
Pros:  

• searches a wide range of periodicals with Canadian content 
• Journal search links user to complete issues of a specified 

magazine 
Cons:  

• Best results are attained from a narrow search, too many 
results are returned from a broad search or none at all 

Example: NAFTA AND Canada AND Mexico 
 

6.  Canadian Almanac Directory - ProQuest 
Contains ten directories in one to provide robust information on 
business and finance, communications, government, 
associations, arts and culture (museums, zoos, libraries, etc.), 
health, transportation, law, education, and more.  



Pros:  
• Useful for finding information regarding a particular 

organization,  
• provides full contact information and brief profile of the 

organization. 
Cons:  

• Searching in a broad topic is difficult, as the best search 
results are returned with specific searches, including the 
category name,  

• slower results for broader search queries. 
Example: Museums, Arts and Culture, SK, Weyburn  
 

7.  Canadian Environmental Directory – ProQuest 
The Canadian Research Index database includes all depository 
publications of research issued by the federal provincial and 
municipal governments, non-depository publications issued by 
hundreds of Canadian government agencies and departments, as 
well as policy, social, economic, political, scientific and technical 
report literature issued by research institutes and government 
laboratories. It offers descriptive abstracts and detailed 
bibliographic citations. (MDLP resource) 
Pros: 

• Provides full contact information and a brief profile of any 
listed organization. 

• A large database of organizations, offices, associations, 
etc. are available to search. 

Cons: 
• Remember to select the corresponding category for the 

search will increase results but is sometimes guesswork as 
to which category to use. 

• Broad searches may not return any results 
Example: Ducks UnLtd. Canada, SK, Regina 
 

8. Canadian Research Index - ProQuest 
The Canadian Research Index database includes all depository 
publications of research issued by the federal provincial and 
municipal governments, non-depository publications issued by 
hundreds of Canadian government agencies and departments, as 
well as policy, social, economic, political, scientific and technical 
report literature issued by research institutes and government 
laboratories. It offers descriptive abstracts and detailed 
bibliographic citations. (MDLP resource) 
Pros:  
Cons: 



• Will not adjust indexes to relate only to previous options 
selected in other indexes. Ex) will not limit the list of 
corporations in the health and safety field even after 
“health and safety” was chosen as a series. 

• Must have very specific search string complete with a 
majority of the fields, therefore broad searching is limited. 

Example:  Canada 2001 census 
 
9.   Cochrane Library 

A collection of evidence-based medicine databases, including the 
Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews. 
Pros:  

• Results are highly technical, in-depth research articles 
• Allows for wildcard searches ex) * 
• Provides search tips 

Cons: 
• Results are highly technical, in-depth research articles 
• Many results will have restricted access without a license 

to all resources 
Example: Cancer AND treatment AND Canada 

 
10.   Directory of Canadian Libraries - ProQuest 
 A comprehensive list of Canadian special and public libraries. 
 Pros:  

• Easily search via specific library name or through broad 
categories ex) government libraries 

• Especially useful for specific searches 
• Results include full contact information and a brief profile 

 Cons: 
• May be difficult to determine what type/category of library 

to use. 
 

 Example: The Globe and Mail Library 
 
11.   Discovering Collection 

A comprehensive database of in-depth reference content for the 
core curriculum areas of Literature, History, Biographies, Science 
and Social Studies. 
Pros:  

• Provides primary document and multimedia links from a 
reference selection. 

• Excellent reference and “overview” style information.  
 Cons: 



• Limited to searches within the selected topics of Literature, 
History, Biographies, Science and Social Studies 

• Provides many results from broad searching style, many 
can be irrelevant  

 Example: Geography and culture search - Canada 
 

12. Encyclopedia Britannica  
 Pros: 
 Cons: 
 Example:  
 
13. Expanded Academic ASAP Index – Thomson Gale 

 Scholarly journals, magazines and newspapers - with full text 
and images.  
 Pros:  

• Familiar InfoTrac format 
• Results are from reliable and popular journals ex) 

Maclean’s 
• Fast results 
• Some results can be highly technical in-depth research 

reports 
 Cons: 

• Some results can be highly technical in-depth research 
reports 

 Example: Global Warming AND Canada 
 

14. Financial Services in Canada - ProQuest 
The most up-to-date source for names and contact numbers of 
industry professionals, senior executives, portfolio managers, 
financial advisors, agency bureaucrats and elected 
representatives.  

 Pros: 
• Contains full contact information and a brief profile of each 

organization 
 Cons: 

• Selecting an “organization type” or category can be guess 
work 

• Knowing all of the fields required aids in the search but 
may not be known by a user! 

 Example: Royal Canadian Mint – Business and Finance – Ottawa 
 

15. General Business File –Thomson Gale 



Analyze company performance and activity, industry events and 
trends as well as the latest in management, economics and 
politics. 
Pros:  

• Fast returns on results 
• Capable of returning highly specific and relevant results 

 Cons: 
• Best results produced from general searches – being too 

specific or too broad did not return relevant results if any 
 Example: Hudson Bay Company - Financial 
 
16. General Reference Center Gold – Thomson Gale 

Search key business and general interest titles from national 
newsmagazines, encyclopedias and core business journals. 

 Pros: 
• Excellent for general first time searches when requiring an 

overview of the topic 
• Returns browseable amount of relevant results.  

 Cons: 
•  

 Example: Hudson Bay Company - Sales 
 
17. Government of Canada - ProQuest 

Search key business and general interest titles from national 
newsmagazines, encyclopedias and core business journals. 

 Pros:  
• More searchable than other ProQuest databases due to 

lower volume of entries 
• Complete contact information included in results 

 Cons: 
• Can be difficult to determine categories or organization 

type 
• Some results will have a more complete organization 

profile i.e. more information will be included 
 Example: National Gallery of Canada 
 
18. Health and Wellness Resource Centre 

Search magazines, reference books, and newspapers for 
information related to your health. 

 Pros: 
• Fast results 
• Contains search strategies as a medical encyclopedia, drug 

finder, health organizations, medical dictionary, health 



news and health assessments (links to assessing your own 
health) 

• Results returned in magazines/journals and general 
reference sources 

 Cons: 
 Example: West Nile Virus 
 
19. Health Reference Center Academic – Thomson Gale 

Search magazines, reference books and pamphlets for 
information related to your health.  

 Pros:  
• Results include many technical in-depth research articles 

and papers 
• Excellent for in-depth research 
• Returns many results 

 Cons: 
• Results include many technical in-depth research articles 

and papers 
• Can return too many results to browse 

 Example: Hernia - treatment 
 
20. InfoTrac Onefile – Thomson Gale 
 A one-stop source for news and periodical articles on a wide 
range of topics. 
 Pros: 

• Ideal starting place for broad searches on any topic 
• Fast result returns 
• Variety of articles and newspapers are searched 
• Includes both in-depth and over-arching concept articles 

 Cons: 
 Example: marriage counseling 
 
21. Junior Edition 

Junior high and middle school students can easily search 
magazines, newspapers and reference books.  

 Pros: 
• Designed to be user friendly for children and parents 
• Search icons offer immediate narrowing of searches: 

magazines, encyclopedias, reference, maps, newspapers 
under subject searching 

• Dictionary link is very useful and simple 
• Very easy and fast search capabilities 

 Cons: 



• Many articles and other results are not necessarily aimed 
at children as an audience  

 Example: subject search – maps - Saskatchewan 
 
22. Kids Info. Bits 

Elementary students can easily search magazines, newspapers 
and reference books.  

 Pros: 
• Very colourful and attractive for children 
• Icons visually assist in narrowing search topics by subject 
• Results provide links to reference sources, images, 

newspaper and magazine articles, charts and flags. 
 Cons: 

• Icon subject searches have limited results and links to 
articles 

• Articles are not necessarily aimed at younger audiences 
 Example: People – other government and political leaders – 
Elizabeth II 
 
23. LegalTrac – Thomson Gale 

Find articles in all major law reviews, law journals, specialty law 
and bar association journals and legal newspapers. 

 Pros:  
• Returns highly specific results quickly 
• Variety of search strategies and articles returned 

 Cons: 
• Be sure to specify Canadian law if that is desired 

 Example: Statute of limitations AND DNA 
 
24. Literature Resource Center 

Covers biographies, bibliographies and critical analysis of over 
90,000 novelists, poets, essayists, journalists and other authors. 

 Pros: 
• Provides excellent biographical sketches of authors 
• Includes links to works, personal information and date last 

changed.  
• Includes links to articles regarding literary criticism and 

reviews  
• Excellent for homework or research 
• “Authors by type” search 

 Cons: 
 Example: Rutherfurd, Edward  
 
25. Repère  



Full text of articles appearing in key Quebec periodicals, as well 
as citations to articles from French-language periodicals 
published since 1980. 

 Pros: 
• Entirely French language database 
• Fast returns on results 
• Browesable number of results for each search 

 Cons: 
• Entirely French language database 

 Example: Rambaud, Patrick 
 
25. Student Edition 

Students can search magazines, newspapers and reference 
books when researching a topic for school. 

 Pros: 
• Similar friendly interface as with Junior Edition database 
• Variety of results available: encyclopedia entries, articles, 

newspapers, reference books, etc. 
• Excellent for gaining a quick overview of a topic 

 Cons:  
• Fewer in-depth research articles 

 Example: Quebec City 
 
26. Micromedia ProQuest 

Micromedia ProQuest Canada's Information Resource Centre 
platform.   

Another ProQuest database allowing users to select a variety of 
databases from those offered through Mircromedia ProQuest. 

 Pros: 
 Cons: 

• Requires majority of fields to be complete before a search 
will return results 

• Guessing at categories and/or organization type can slow 
down the search process 

 Example: Department of Tourism and Parks 
  
27. Canadian Newsstand Dailies – ProQuest 

Pros: 
• Much more useable and friendly interface than other 

ProQuest databases 
• Conduct basic, advanced, topical and publication searches 
• Returns browseable list of results from a variety of 

Canadian newspapers  



• Users can select a publication included in the database to 
search within prompting a list of issues, volumes and dates 
available for searching.   

Cons: 
• Some irrelevant results as the database searches for 

keywords across a variety of articles 
Example: Royal visit - 2005 - Saskatchewan 
 

28. Canadian Newsstand Prairies    
Pros: 

• Topical search allows for narrowing of topic using terms 
the database will recognize 

• Can mark items and create a list for later reference 
Cons: 

• The database searches for words/phrases/keywords in 
articles, therefore many results can be irrelevant.  

Example:  Aboriginal Day - Saskatchewan 
 
 
 



Internet Searching 
 
 

Internet Search Engines 
There are many different types of search engines available, each with 
their own strengths and weaknesses.  Some engines are: 
 

• Open Directory Project: a database of information that lists 
websites in categories such as arts, reference, sports, etc.   

o Pros: define a search easily by clicking on one of the 
predetermined categories ex) Reference – Libraries – 
Public  

o Cons: Websites must be accepted into the database “lists” 
in order to be found, time intensive as a user must “click” 
their way up and down the organization plan of the site. 

o www.dmoz.com 
 

• Looksmart: Sorts the Internet’s content and arranges websites 
into directory, relevant and reviewed categories. 

o Pros: Good for multi-word searches and travel related 
information.  Allows for searches of articles or related 
websites.  Can sort results by a variety of options (date, 
relevance, publication name, length), searches for articles 
related to a topic, not websites..   

o Cons:  Searches for articles related to a topic, not 
websites. 

o www.looksmart.com 
 

• Yahoo:  Sorts websites by categories, one of the most popular 
and useful search tools available. 

o Pros:  Excellent for generalized searches, especially 
anything organized into categories such as companies or 
general information.  Search via format ex) images only 

o Cons:  Returns many results, sometimes not relevant to 
the search. 

o www.yahoo.com 
 

 
Meta-search engines:  
These are search engines that search other search engines.  Upon 
submitting a query, meta-search engines will search the results of 
other search engines to return the best results or a compilation of 
results 
. 



• Dogpile:  
o Pros: will compile results from the most popular search 

engines such as MSN, Yahoo and Google.  Can search via 
format (video, images, audio, etc.)   

o Cons: will return only the top 10 search results from each 
search engine, produces a browseable list of results, 
however, the list may not be long. 

o www.dogpile.com 
 

 
• Mamma:  

o Pros: very fast, good for general information and shopping 
(auctions, online shopping, etc.), usually very current, 
search by format (images, news, websites) 

o Cons: will return a browseable number of results, however, 
as such it may not return many results. 

o www.mamma.com 
 

 
Indexes 
Indexes search websites and then rank the results of a particular 
search via relevance.  Relevance is determined by the number of times 
a particular word, keyword, address, title, description or phrase is 
found in a given website. 
 

• Google: The most popular search tool on the Internet, it ranks 
its results by the number of links a particular website already 
has in order to determine relevancy. 

o Pros: accurate, very fast, good for specific searches, “I feel 
lucky” option, offers a Canadian version 

o Cons: returns too many results to review all of them  
o www.google.ca or www.google.com 

 
• Hotbot: Allows for highly specific and personalized search 

strategies and limits (date, content, formats). 
o Pros: fast returns, good for broad specific searches, has a 

filter option 
o Cons: has a filter option, linked to Google therefore may 

duplicate results from elsewhere  
o www.hotbot.com 

 
• Northern Light: Good for specific searches and arranges results 

by relevancy. 



o Pros: offers different perspective and searches than 
Google, search via different topics such as business, news, 
general searches. 

o Cons: requires registration and subscription 
o www.northernlight.com 

 
• Ask Jeeves: Search tool that allows the user to ask any question 

as a search strategy.  Uses a database of questions and possible 
answers  

o Pros: good for broad searches or if you have a question 
o Cons: may return many irrelevant  and generalized results 
o www.ask.com 

 
• Alta Vista: Results are determined by the discovery of keywords 

on webpages 
o Pros: Good for searching for images and sounds as these 

are listed in separate categories from text articles, very 
fast returns.  Can search via format (sound, images, video, 
etc.) 

o Cons: results are sometimes not relevant as the search is 
governed only by the number of times a query keyword 
appears on a webpage. 

o www.altavista.com 
 



 
Libraries Online 
 
Ask Us 

• Still can’t find what you’re looking for?  Ask a librarian – but here 
you can have access to librarians across Saskatchewan Libraries: 
Ask Us! is an online question and answer service where you can 
ask any question via e-mail, and a librarian will find the answer 
for you. 

• Find this service at:  http://www.lib.sk.ca/askus/ 
 
E-Library 

• This website offers information on all e-library services offered 
from public, special and academic libraries across Saskatchewan 

• Find this information at:  http://www.mylibrary.sk.ca/ 
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